
I, , declare as follows:

1. As a teenager, I fell in with the gang from my neighborhood. My involvement with the
gang sent me down a path of drug addiction that lasted nearly fifteen years. My addiction
clouded my judgment and led me to stay involved with the gang. In that time, I burned
bridges with family members and people in my community who tried to help me and
committed crimes that I regret sincerely.

2. After my last conviction, I decided to make a change and move past my mistakes. I
resolved to get clean once and for all, and I have been clean since my release in May of
2018. I view my conviction in 2016 as a blessing in disguise and a moment that
ultimately saved my life. Since my release, I have worked hard to become a new man.

a. I have stayed clean for the past five years.

b. I successfully completed probation from my 2016 conviction.

c. I married my girlfriend, who supported me throughout my addiction, and we have
had two children. My family has become my whole life.

d. I have been steadily employed since my release, first working as an HVAC
technician and now working as a hospital custodian.

e. Last year, I decided to go back to school, and this June I received my Associate’s
Degree in Air Conditioning and Refrigeration from Mt. San Antonio College.
Attached hereto as Exhibit A is my A.S. degree.

f. I have volunteered over the past five years with the GYRD Foundation and with
Homies Unidos in Los Angeles. In my volunteer work, I speak with kids from
similar neighborhoods to the one I grew up in. I show them the reality of the gang
lifestyle that they see around them, and I try to be a positive role model. I also
help with food drives and other important work in the community. Attached
hereto as Exhibit B is a Letter of Recommendation from the organizations I
volunteer with.

3. As I have become a family man over the past five years, my primary focus has become
providing for my family. I have been incredibly proud to earn my degree this past June
and take another step to lead a normal life and be a role model for my kids and my
community.

4. I plan to use my degree in Air Conditioning and Refrigeration to become an HVAC
contractor and start my own business to provide a better and more stable life for my
family. However, my convictions are a roadblock for me to obtain my C-20 Contractor’s
License from the state, and I have been turned down for other jobs due to my record.

5. I take full responsibility for my past actions, but I believe my record does not reflect the
man I am today. I have moved past my addiction, and with it, I have left behind the gang
lifestyle that nearly ruined my life. Instead, my time is spent on my family and my
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community. I am asking the court for dismissal to give me a second chance to lead a
normal life and help me build a successful future for my family.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is
true and correct. Executed on __________________.
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